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HIGHLIGHTS 





January 15 - 21, 2006 
Highlights provided by USDA/WAOB 

Ss imilar to the previous week, above-normal temperatures 

prevailed nearly nationwide. In fact, some locations from 
the Northwest to the Midwest reported above-normal daily 
average temperatures on more than 30 consecutive days. 
Weekly temperatures generally ranged from 8 to 18°F above 
normal across the Plains and the Midwest, while near- to 
below-normal readings were confined to southern Florida, 
California, and the Southwest. Extremely dry conditions 
persisted in the Southwest, where gradually expanding drought 
continued to adversely affect pastures and rangeland. In 
contrast, wet weather lingered elsewhere in the West as 
far south as the Sierra Nevada and the Wasatch Range. 


(Continued on page 5) 
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(Continued from front cover) 


Northwestern wetness maintained abundant 
moisture reserves for winter grains and further eased 
the effects of a multi-year drought. Meanwhile, 
mild, mostly dry weather prevailed on the Plains. 
Although wheat continued to lose winter hardiness 
and soil moisture shortages became more apparent 
as far north as Nebraska and South Dakota, severe 
drought stress on pastures and winter wheat was 
mostly confined to the southern Plains. Very mild 
weather also continued in the Midwest, but 
additional precipitation maintained muddy 
conditions for some livestock in the Ohio Valley 
and lower Great Lakes region. During the mid- to 
late-week period, some wet snow blanketed parts of 
the central and eastern Corn Belt. Elsewhere, 
showers continued to provide limited drought relief 
from eastern Texas to the Delta, while heavy rain 
(2 to 4 inches) soaked areas from the central Gulf 
Coast region to the southern Appalachians. 
Southeastern soil moisture remained adequate to 
abundant for winter agricultural interests, except in 
increased irrigation demands. 


January warmth resulted in more than six dozen daily-record highs. On 
January 15, highs soared to 70°F as far north as Norfolk and Grand 
Island, NE. Farther south, daily records for January 16 included 83°F in 
Corpus Christi, TX, and 71°F in McAlester, OK. At midweek, 
Northeastern daily-record highs for January 18 climbed to 64°F in 
Philadelphia, PA, and 55°F in Bangor, ME. Elsewhere, South Bend, 
IN, posted consecutive daily-record highs (53 and 52°F on January 19 
and 20, respectively). At week’s end, a second surge of warmth into the 
East produced another daily-record high in Bangor (51°F on January 21). 
Consecutive record highs were set on January 20-21 in locations such as 
New York’s LaGuardia Airport (61 and 64°F) and Montpelier, VT (52 
and 55°F). In contrast, a late-week chill in southern California resulted 
in daily-record lows for January 21 in Campo (18°F) and Ramona 
(22°F). Chilly weather also briefly overspread Florida, where Key West 
(daily-record low of 48°F on January 16) noted its first reading below 
50°F since January 24, 2003. 


Periods of heavy precipitation accompanied the general warmth across 
the East. Early in the week, however, enough cold air lingered in the 
Northeast to generate some significant snow. Islip, NY (4.7 inches on 
January 15), collected a daily-record snowfall, while Mt. Holly, NJ, 
measured a January 14-15 total of 5.5 inches and a peak wind gust to 53 
m.p.h. Snowfall locally topped 10 inches across the interior Northeast. 
By January 16, heavy rain developed in the central Gulf Coast States, 
where daily rainfall records included 2.20 inches in Greenville, MS, and 
1.26 inches in Monroe, LA. A day later, records for January 17 reached 
2.33 inches in Muscle Shoals, AL, and 2.06 inches in Tupelo, MS. It 
was Muscle Shoals’ highest 1-day total since September 25, 2005, when 
the remnants of Hurricane Rita dropped 3.10 inches. Elsewhere, 
Huntsville, AL, netted a daily-record snowfall (0.2 inch on January 17), 
while Indianapolis, IN (2.7 inches on January 17-18), recorded its first 
measurable snowfall since Christmas Day. Heavy rain and high winds 
swept into the Northeast on January 18, smashing daily precipitation 
records in Mt. Pocono, PA (2.43 inches), Montpelier, VT (1.69 inches), 
and more than a dozen other locations. Albany, NY (1.72 inches on 
January 18), narrowly missed its single-day January rainfall record (1.78 
inches on January 26, 1986), while the Blue Hill Observatory in Milton, 
MA, clocked a wind gust to 85 m.p.h. Toward week’s end, Midwestern 
snowfall records for January 20 included 5.0 inches in Rockford, IL, and 
4.4 inches in Alpena, MI. Elsewhere in Michigan, Houghton Lake 
closed the week with consecutive snowfall records (5.7 and 4.0 inches on 
January 20 and 21, respectively). 


Farther west, heavy precipitation lingered early in the week across the 
Northwest, where Olympia, WA (1.49 inches on January 16), netted a 
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daily-record amount. Olympia’s streak of days with measurable rain 
ended at 35 days (December 18 - January 21) but edged its January- 
February 1953 standard of 33 days. In contrast, Lubbock, TX, endured 
an 86" consecutive day without measurable precipitation on January 21, 
clipping its October 1921 - January 1922 record of 85 days. Similarly, 
Phoenix, AZ, noted 95 consecutive days (October 19 - January 21) 
without a drop of rain, approaching its September 1999 - January 2000 
all-time record of 101 days. Elsewhere in Arizona, Flagstaff finally 
received its first measurable snowfall of the season (0.1 inch) on January 
15, more than 1 week after breaking its all-time record of January 7, 
1930. Meanwhile, streaks with above-normal daily average temperatures 
climbed to 33 days (December 20 - January 21) in Spokane, WA; 32 
days in Glasgow, MT; 31 days in Sioux Falls, SD, and Madison, WI; 
and 30 days in Indianapolis, IN. Glasgow’s daily average temperatures 
were at least 10°F above normal on 31 consecutive days from December 
21 - January 20. Sioux City, IA, recorded highs of 30°F or higher on 32 
consecutive days (December 21 - January 21), eclipsing its 1931-32 
winter standard. In Minnesota, Rochester’s January 1-20 average 
temperature of 27.8°F broke its 1990 record of 26.8°F. Elsewhere, 
Springfield, MO, exceeded 60°F for the tenth time this month on the 
20", breaking its January record of 9 days established in 1890, 1911, and 
1990. 


Very warm weather prevailed in Hawaii, accompanied by scattered 
showers. Weekly temperatures averaged 5°F above normal in Lihue, 
Kauai, and Kahului, Maui. Kahului also posted daily-record highs on 
January 15, 18, and 19 (88, 90, and 88°F, respectively) and tied its 
monthly record previously attained on January 18, 1952, and January 10, 
1959. Meanwhile on the Big Island, Glenwood netted 24-hour totals of 
2.11 inches on January 18-19 and 2.01 inches on January 20-21 en route 
to a weekly rainfall of 6.77 inches. In contrast, January 1-21 totals were 
as low as 0.13 inch (5 percent of normal) in Kahului and 0.32 inch (17 
percent) in Honolulu, Oahu. Farther north, bitterly cold weather 
expanded to encompass most of Alaska. Weekly temperatures ranged 
from as much as 24°F below normal in western Alaska to 6°F above 
normal at some locations in the southeastern part of the State. In 
Fairbanks, minimum temperatures were -20°F or lower on 9 consecutive 
days (January 13-21) through week’s end, with an extreme low of -42°F 
on January 20. Elsewhere on the 20", Alaskan lows included -60°F in 
Chandalar Lake and -53°F in Fort Yukon. Toward week’s end, heavy 
snow overspread parts of southern Alaska, where Valdez measured 
consecutive daily-record totals (17.0 and 17.2 inches on January 20 and 
21, respectively). Prior to the January 20-21 storm, Valdez received just 
3.3 inches of snow during the first 19 days of the month. 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 
Weather Data for the Week Ending January 21, 2006 
Data Provided by Climate Prediction Center (301-763-8000, Ext. 7503) 
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STATES TEMPERATURE ‘F PRECIPITATION oe 
AND PERCENT | TEMP. F| PRECIP 


STATIONS 





MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
EXTREME 
HIGH 
EXTREME 
LOW 
AVERAGE 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
WEEKLY 
TOTAL, IN. 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
GREATEST IN 
24-HOUR, IN. 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE DECO1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE DECO1 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE JANO1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE JANO1 
AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
90 AND ABOVE 
32 AND BELOW 
01 INCH 
OR MORE 
50 INCH 
OR MORE 





BIRMINGHAM 
HUNTSVILLE 
MOBILE 
MONTGOMERY 
ANCHORAGE 
BARROW 
FAIRBANKS 
JUNEAU 
KODIAK 

NOME 
FLAGSTAFF 
PHOENIX 
TUCSON 

YUMA 

FORT SMITH 
LITTLE ROCK 
BAKERSFIELD 
FRESNO 

LOS ANGELES 
REDDING 
SACRAMENTO 
SAN DIEGO 
SAN FRANCISCO 
STOCKTON 
ALAMOSA 

CO SPRINGS 
DENVER INTL 
GRAND JUNCTION 
PUEBLO 
BRIDGEPORT 
HARTFORD 
WASHINGTON 
WILMINGTON 
DAYTONA BEACH 
JACKSONVILLE 
KEY WEST 
MIAMI 
ORLANDO 
PENSACOLA 
TALLAHASSEE 
TAMPA 

WEST PALM BEACH 
ATHENS 
ATLANTA 
AUGUSTA 
COLUMBUS 
MACON 
SAVANNAH 
HILO 
HONOLULU 
KAHULUI 
LIHUE 

BOISE 
LEWISTON 
POCATELLO 
CHICAGO/O'HARE 
MOLINE 
PEORIA 
ROCKFORD 
SPRINGFIELD 
EVANSVILLE 
FORT WAYNE 
INDIANAPOLIS 
SOUTH BEND 
BURLINGTON 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
DES MOINES 
DUBUQUE 
SIOUX CITY 
WATERLOO 
CONCORDIA 
DODGE CITY 
GOODLAND 48 
TOPEKA 50 
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Based on 1971-2000 normals *** Not Available 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending January 21, 2006 
- RELATIVE [NUMBER OF DAYS) 


STATES TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY 
AND PERCENT | TEMP. ‘F| PRECIP 











STATIONS 


AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
EXTREME 
EXTREME 
LOW 
AVERAGE 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
WEEKLY 
TOTAL, IN. 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
GREATEST IN 
24-HOUR, IN. 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE DECO1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE DECO1 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE JANO1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE JANO1 
AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
90 AND ABOVE 
32 AND BELOW 
01 INCH 
OR MORE 
50 INCH 
OR MORE 








WICHITA 
JACKSON 
LEXINGTON 
LOUISVILLE 
PADUCAH 
BATON ROUGE 
LAKE CHARLES 
NEW ORLEANS 
SHREVEPORT 
CARIBOU 
PORTLAND 
BALTIMORE 
BOSTON 
WORCESTER 
ALPENA 
GRAND RAPIDS 
HOUGHTON LAKE 
LANSING 
MUSKEGON 
TRAVERSE CITY 
DULUTH 

INT'L FALLS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
ROCHESTER 
ST. CLOUD 
JACKSON 
MERIDIAN 
TUPELO 
COLUMBIA 
KANSAS CITY 
SAINT LOUIS 
SPRINGFIELD 
BILLINGS 
BUTTE 

CUT BANK 
GLASGOW 
GREAT FALLS 
HAVRE 
MISSOULA 
GRAND ISLAND 
LINCOLN 
NORFOLK 
NORTH PLATTE 
OMAHA 
SCOTTSBLUFF 
VALENTINE 
ELY 

LAS VEGAS 
RENO 
WINNEMUCCA 
CONCORD 
NEWARK 
ALBUQUERQUE 
ALBANY 
BINGHAMTON 
BUFFALO 
ROCHESTER 
SYRACUSE 
ASHEVILLE 
CHARLOTTE 
GREENSBORO 
HATTERAS 
RALEIGH 
WILMINGTON 
BISMARCK 
DICKINSON 
FARGO 
GRAND FORKS 
JAMESTOWN 
WILLISTON 
AKRON-CANTON 
CINCINNATI 
CLEVELAND 
COLUMBUS 
DAYTON 49 
MANSFIELD 45 


Based on 1971-2000 normals 
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Not Available 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending January 21, 2006 


° NUMB 
STATES TEMPERATURE ‘F PRECIPITATION RELATIVE [NUMBER OF DAYS) 


AND PERCENT TEMP. *F} PRECIP 


STATIONS 











AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
EXTREME 
LOW 
AVERAGE 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
TOTAL, IN. 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
GREATEST IN 
24-HOUR, IN. 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE DECO1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE DECO1 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE JANO1 
PCT. NORMAL 
SINCE JANO1 
AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
90 AND ABOVE 
32 AND BELOW 
01 INCH 
OR MORE 
50 INCH 
OR MORE 


TOLEDO 
YOUNGSTOWN 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
TULSA 
ASTORIA 
BURNS 
EUGENE 
MEDFORD 
PENDLETON 
PORTLAND 
SALEM 
ALLENTOWN 
ERIE 
MIDDLETOWN 
PHILADELPHIA 
PITTSBURGH 
WILKES-BARRE 
WILLIAMSPORT 
PROVIDENCE 
BEAUFORT 
CHARLESTON 
COLUMBIA 
GREENVILLE 
ABERDEEN 
HURON 

RAPID CITY 
SIOUX FALLS 
BRISTOL 
CHATTANOOGA 
KNOXVILLE 
MEMPHIS 
NASHVILLE 
ABILENE 
AMARILLO 
AUSTIN 
BEAUMONT 
BROWNSVILLE 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
DEL RIO 

EL PASO 

FORT WORTH 
GALVESTON 
HOUSTON 
LUBBOCK 
MIDLAND 

SAN ANGELO 
SAN ANTONIO 
VICTORIA 
WACO 

WICHITA FALLS 
SALT LAKE CITY 
BURLINGTON 
LYNCHBURG 
NORFOLK 
RICHMOND 
ROANOKE 
WASH/DULLES 
OLYMPIA 
QUILLAYUTE 
SEATTLE-TACOMA 
SPOKANE 
YAKIMA 
BECKLEY 
CHARLESTON 
ELKINS 
HUNTINGTON 
EAU CLAIRE 
GREEN BAY 

LA CROSSE 
MADISON 
MILWAUKEE 
CASPER 
CHEYENNE 38 
LANDER 40 
SHERIDAN 46 


Based on 1971-2000 normals 
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National Agricultural Summary 





January 16 - 22, 2006 
Weekly National Agricultural Summary provided by USDA/NASS 








HIGHLIGHTS 


Above-normal temperatures dominated 
the Nation’s weather, except in the 
Southwest. Across most of the Great 
Plains, average temperatures exceeded 
the normal by at least 9 degrees 
Fahrenheit, with some areas averaging 
over 15 degrees Fahrenheit above normal. 
Conditions in the region remained dry, 
causing further stress for winter wheat in 
the southern parts of the region and 
further depleting snow cover in more 
northerly areas. In contrast, moderate to 
heavy precipitation in the Mississippi 
Delta, Southeast, and eastern Corn Belt 
benefited winter wheat and pastures. In 
the Pacific Northwest, moderate 
precipitation improved soil moisture for 


winter wheat and boosted high elevation 
snowpack. 


Warm, dry weather in Florida allowed 
fieldwork to progress on schedule, but the 
dryness increased the potential for 
wildfires. In Georgia, cabbage growers 
began preparing for transplanting, while 
onions responded well to warm weather. 
In Texas, conditions of winter wheat and 
oats remained poor, as unseasonably 
warm, dry weather persisted in most 
areas. Though the weather turned cooler 
in California, above-normal temperatures 
in recent weeks have caused premature 
blooming in fruit orchards. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 





January 15 - 21, 2006 
International Weather and Crop Highlights and Summaries provided by USDA/WAOB 


HIGHLIGHTS 


FSU-WESTERN: Frigid air from Siberia overspread the 
region, causing temperatures to drop sharply and threatening 
winter grains in areas that lacked a sufficient snow cover. 


EUROPE: Bitterly cold arctic air overspread eastern Europe, 
while showers eased recent dryness in western growing areas. 


EASTERN ASIA: Showers boosted irrigation supplies for 
winter rapeseed along the Yangtze Valley. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Monsoon showers maintained 
abundant moisture supplies for vegetative to reproductive rice 
in Java. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Widespread rain maintained 
favorable conditions for winter wheat development across most 
growing areas. 


CENTRAL FSU 
Total Precipitation (mm) 
December 2005 


CUMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 


CENTRAL FSU 
Average Temperature (°C) 
December 2 


CUMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 


SOUTH AFRICA: Dry weather returned to the corn belt, 
aiding summer crop development after weeks of beneficial 
rain. 


AUSTRALIA: Warm, showery weather favored cotton and 
sorghum development. 


MIDDLE EAST: Beneficial rain and snow fell in Turkey and 
Syria, while the coldest air of the season arrived in Turkey. 


BRAZIL: Showers brought some relief to soybeans in the south 
that were recently stressed by untimely dryness. 


ARGENTINA: Widespread, locally heavy rain covered nearly 
all major summer crop areas. 


CENTRAL FSU 
Percent of Normal Precipitation 
December 2005 


CUMATE PREDICTION CENTER, NOAA 


CENTRAL FSU 
Temperature Anomaly (°C) 
December 2005 
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| FSU-WESTERN 
Early-week, mild weather was followed by a westward expansion of 
frigid air from Siberia, causing a sharp decline in temperatures across the 
region as the week progressed. In Russia, many locations reported 
minimum temperatures that ranged from -40 to -20 degrees C for several 
days. Furthermore, the frigid weather was sustained, with temperatures 
rising little during the day. A moderate to deep snow cover in northern 
Russia helped to protect winter grains from bitter cold. However, in 
southwestern and southern Central Region and from northern Southern 
Region northward into southern Volga Region, a shallow snow cover left 
winter grains more vulnerable to the persistent severe cold. Late in the 
week, light to moderate snow (4-43 mm of liquid equivalent) in these 
areas boosted the snow cover. Farther south in Russia (southern portion 
of the Southern Region), the combination of a shallow snow cover and 
short duration of extreme cold minimized the potential for widespread 
freeze damage. In Ukraine, widespread snow (8-30 mm of liquid 
equivalent) accompanied the cold snap, providing a fresh protective snow 
cover. Extreme minimum temperatures in Ukraine ranged from -28 to 
-20 degrees C. Weekly temperatures ranged from 5 to 10 degrees C below 
normal in Ukraine and southernmost areas in Russia and 10 to 








20 degrees C below normal in the remainder of Russia. In December, the combination of unseasonably mild weather and above-normal precipitation 
provided favorable overwintering conditions for winter grains in Ukraine, Russia, and Belarus. The moisture in major winter wheat areas in Ukraine 
and the Southern Region in Russia followed unfavorable dryness in the fall. Monthly temperatures averaged | to 4 degrees C above normal in most 
areas. Although winter wheat areas in Ukraine and the Southern Region in Russia remained snow-free during most of the month, temperatures did 
not fall low enough to threaten crops. Farther north, snow cover increased in winter grain areas across northern Russia. 
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, | EUROPE | 
Vb, Bitterly cold arctic air overspread eastern Europe, while showers eased 
recent dryness in western growing areas. An arctic cold front brought 
bitterly cold air to much of eastern Europe, with temperatures 
averaging 5 to 10 degrees C below normal in Poland and the Baltics. 
Nighttime lows plunged below -20 degrees C across much of central 
and eastern Poland, with readings reaching -32 degrees C in Latvia. 
However, a sufficient snowpack (10-30 cm) protected dormant winter 
grains across much of northeastern Europe. In eastern and southern 
Germany, the coldest air of the season (-17 to -10 degrees C) was 
accompanied by light to moderate snow (10-40 mm of liquid 
equivalent), insulating dormant winter grains from bitter cold. 
Meanwhile, widespread rain and snow (10-30 mm) across much of 
northern Europe provided moisture for overwintering crops and 
alleviated recent dryness in central and northeastern France. In western 
Europe, showers (5-15 mm) across much of the Iberian Peninsula eased 
concerns over developing drought, although more rain will be needed 
to recharge reservoirs and groundwater supplies. In December, above- 
normal precipitation (mostly snow) in eastern Europe erased lingering 
moisture deficits and insulated dormant winter grains from winterkill. 
Near-normal rain and snow maintained adequate topsoil moisture for 
; pod overwintering crops from Germany southward into Italy. Meanwhile, 
ar on TQ BA Be re” drier-than-normal conditions returned to much of France and the 
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Unseasonably heavy showers (50-100 mm) fel! in and south of the 
Yangtze Valley. The showers boosted irrigation supplies for winter 
rapeseed but likely caused local flooding. Additionally, snow in winter 
wheat areas of Henan and northern Anhui provided a light protective 
snow cover for the dormant crop. Other winter wheat areas remained 
snow-free. Temperatures were | to 3 degrees C above normal along 
coastal provinces and near normal elsewhere. Below-normal 
temperatures prevailed in December across winter growing areas, but 
winter wheat and rapeseed were well hardened and did not suffer any 
significant freeze damage. Soil moisture remained adequate for winter 
crops, although a protective snow cover would be welcomed across 
northern winter wheat areas. Rainfall was predominantly south of the 


Yangtze Valley, maintaining moisture reserves for sugarcane. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA 
Monsoon showers (25-100 mm) maintained moisture supplies for 
vegetative to reproductive rice in Java. Heavy showers (50-200 mm) 
likely caused flooding in Sumatra and slowed harvesting of oil palm. In 
Malaysia, generally dry weather provided good harvesting conditions 
for oil palm. Showers were lighter than previous weeks in the eastern 
Philippines, easing flooding. In December, above-normal showers in 
Indonesia maintained good moisture supplies for vegetative rice. 
However, heavy showers in oil palm areas of Malaysia and Sumatra 
caused local harvesting delays and likely adversely affected pollination 
of reproductive trees. In central Vietnam, heavy showers delayed coffee 
harvesting and prevented drying of already harvested coffee beans. 
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eee Lom) rT Go YES A slow-moving storm triggered widespread rain (15-40 mm) across 
d \ H+ much of the region, benefiting vegetative winter grains. In northern 
pear — on Tunisia, however, locally heavy rain (50-90 mm) caused flooding. 
SY Temperatures remained near to slightly below normal, with no 
t ea On damaging freezes reported. In December, near- to above-normal 
—— ) Sins rainfall continued the favorable start to the growing season across much 
; , of Northwest Africa. However, pockets of dryness were noted in 
astern Algeria, although moisture supplies remained adequate for 
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| SOUTH AFRICA 
Mostly dry weather dominated the corn belt, promoting growth of 
vegetative to reproductive summer crops that had benefited from 
recent weeks of much-needed rainfall. Temperatures averaged near to 
slightly below normal, although highs were generally in the upper 20s 
and lower 30s degrees C, promoting crop development in the absence 
of stressful heat. Elsewhere, dry weather also dominated sugarcane 
areas of KwaZulu-Natal, but widespread, locally heavy showers 
(greater than 25 mm) covered much of Northern and Eastern Cape 
Provinces and the southern rangeland of Free State, outside of the main 
corn areas. Mostly dry, seasonably warm weather (highs in the middle 
and upper 30s degrees C) maintained high irrigation demands in fruit 
and vegetable areas of Western Cape. In December, drier-, albeit 
cooler-than-normal weather dominated major agricultural areas of the 
corn belt, KwaZulu-Natal, and the Cape Provinces, limiting moisture 
reserves for newly planted summer crops. However, a more normal 
weather pattern developed toward the end of the month, bringing 
much-needed rainfall to most major agricultural areas, including 
previously dry locations in the western corn belt that had experienced 
planting delays due to dryness. 
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| AUSTRALIA | 
Widespread showers (5-25 mm, locally more) overspread southern 
Queensland and northern New South Wales, maintaining adequate 
moisture supplies for dryland and irrigated summer crops. 
Temperatures averaged about | degree C above normal, signaling 
favorable weather for sorghum and cotton development. In early 
December, abundant rainfall in Queensland and extreme northern New 
South Wales maintained adequate to locally excessive moisture supplies 
for summer crops. Hot, dry weather toward the end of the month, 
however, increased evaporative losses. In southeastern Australia, near- 
to above-normal December rainfall slowed local winter grain 
harvesting, while drier-than-normal weather in Western Australia 
favored winter wheat and barley harvesting. 
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| MIDDLE EAST 

Rain and snow benefited winter grains in Turkey, while the coldest air 
of the season arrived in northwest Iran. A late-week cold front brought 
rain and snow (5-30 mm of liquid equivalent) to Turkey's winter grain 
areas, easing short-term moisture deficits while protecting winter 
grains from potential winterkill. However, pockets of dryness persisted 
on the Anatolia Plateau in central Turkey, reducing moisture reserves 
for dormant winter grains. Farther east, moderate to heavy showers 
(10-60 mm) along the eastern Mediterranean coast boosted topsoil 
moisture and irrigation reserves. The second consecutive week of 
rainfall in Syria further eased the impacts of a much drier-than-normal 
start to the winter rainy season. In Iran, the cold front brought little 
additional moisture (less than 5mm) but ushered in the coldest air of the 
season. Nighttime lows in northwestern Iran's winter grain areas 
dropped below -20 degrees C, although the previous week's timely 
snowfall insulated dormant winter grains from the extreme cold. In 
December, below-normal precipitation persisted in Syria and northwest 
Iran, increasing irrigation demands and likely resulting in poor winter 
grain establishment. In Turkey, drier-than-normal weather increased 
short-term moisture deficits, although a favorable start to the rainy 
season eased potential crop stress. 
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| BRAZIL 
Moderate showers (10-25 mm or more) moved into the southern 
soybean belt (Rio Grande do Sul and Parana), bringing some relief to 
vegetative to reproductive crops that had been stressed by a recent 
stretch of warmth and dryness. In fact, temperatures exceeded 
35 degrees C over a broad area from Rio Grande do Sul to Mato 
Grosso prior to the onset of the rainfall, lasting until January 17 in 
Parana. Elsewhere, mostly dry, warmer-than-normal weather (less 
than 10 mm, temperatures averaging 1-4 degrees C above normal) 
prevailed from Mato Grosso to Sao Paulo, northeastward through 
Bahia. In parts of the center-west (Mato Grosso, Goias, and Mato 
Grosso do Sul), the break in rainfall was welcomed, but most other 
locations needed an immediate return of seasonal rains to ensure 
normal development of reproductive to filling soybeans. This was 
especially true for Bahia, which has been trending dry for about 
3 weeks. During December, rainfall was below normal in major 
soybean, corn, citrus, and coffee areas of the south and southeastern 
regions (Rio Grande do Sul to Sao Paulo). Warm, showery weather 
benefited soybeans elsewhere, including those grown in the center- 
west and northeastern interior. 
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| ae ARGENTINA 
Locally heavy rain (25-50 mm, locally exceeding 100 mm) overspread 
major summer crop areas of central and northern Argentina, increasing 
moisture for summer grains, oilseeds, and cotton in various development 
stages. However, the rainfall may have caused local flooding, as several 
locations in Cordoba and Buenos Aires reported more than 200 mm. 
Some delays in harvesting the last acreage of winter wheat was likely. 
Areas receiving only light showers (less than 25 mm) included 
southwestern Buenos Aires and southern growing areas of La Pampa. 
Temperatures averaged near to slightly below normal, with highs in 
excess of 35 degrees C generally confined to the more northerly growing 
areas, including Santa Fe, Entre Rios, and the northern cotton belt. 
According to Argentina's Agricultural Secretariat, planting of corn, 
soybeans, and cotton was virtually completed by January 19. In addition, 
winter wheat was 96 percent harvested, with just over 200,000 hectares 
remaining in southeastern Buenos Aires (the Delegations of Tres Arroyos 
and Tandil). In December, below-normal rainfall reduced moisture levels 
J eae for development of vegetative to reproductive summer grains and oilseeds 
eS ee in central Argentina, especially in key growing areas from central 
Cordoba to southern Entre Rios. The dryness also slowed late corn and 
soybean planting in the affected areas. Temperatures were generally 
cooler than normal, reducing crop moisture demands, but the overall dry 
conditions set the stage for crop stress during the early-January heat wave. 
In contrast, near-normal December rainfall benefited cotton and livestock 
in the northern agricultural districts. 
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